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Issue 4402, June 2014 
 

Next club meeting: 2014, 7:00 pm, West Creek Café, Camp Bowie Blvd 
 

Presidents Corner: by Garry Rife  
 
It is my sad duty to inform you that we have lost one of our 

members, Mike Appleby. Mike was lost in a tragic auto 

accident in Ft. Worth on Monday, June 9, 2014. His wife, 

Melissa, contacted me yesterday to inform the club of his 

passing. The memorial service will be held at St. Peter & 

St. Paul Anglican Church 3900 Morris Lane, Arlington TX 
76017, June 21st, 10am.  I have contacted the church and 

flowers are welcome. Please keep his widow and family in 

your prayers. 

 

Our new grounds maintenance equipment is on-hand and 
in use. Thanks to the persistence of Ken Knotts and Tab 

Bowling our new zero-turn Toro was on the job within a 

week of ordering it. Reports are that it rides like a Caddie 

and mows like a herd of hungry bovine. We can always use 

more manpower on the mowing crew so please contact a 

club officer if you are available to help. 
 

Our next two club events are right around the corner. The 

“Old Farts” 4 stroke fly-in will be held on June 18th , CD is 

Chuck McElroy. Check the club web site for entry fee and 

start time.  

Our Independence Day Fun-fly will be held on Friday, 

July 4th starting about noon. Bring a picnic lunch, lawn 

chairs, pop-up shelters, and plenty of fuel (don’t forget 

your plane) and join in the fun. This is a great opportunity 
to get together for fun and fellowship with other 

Thunderbirds and guests. There is no entry fee and all 

types of RC aircraft, within the rules, are welcome to fly. I 

hear there are fun and challenging “maneuvers” planned 

to test your flying skills …and your nerves. 
 

I’m concerned about a flight line and pit area safety issue 

that could possibly cause a serious problem. I’m asking 

those of you who smoke to please be aware of where you 

smoke. Use of gasoline engines in our models is very 

common and one or more can usually be found at the field 
on any given day. Gas containers emit fumes, have a low 

flashpoint, and ignite with very little effort. One spark can 

ruin our whole day if not many days. Please stay well away 

from the pit area and the start stands when smoking. 

 
Garry Rife 

President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 

 

Vice Presidents Corner: by Tom Blakeney  

 

Hello Thunderbirds. 

  

Work has finally returned to normal and I have time to 

enjoy the hobby and do more for the club. Still hoping to 
have Butch Sickels bring his amazing B-58 to the June 

club meeting providing the person painting it in Kansas 

gets it done in time. Too soon to tell just yet if it will make 

it to this month’s meeting. In case it is not finished I have 

worked up a program on the care and feeding of LIPO 

batteries. This will help everyone get the most bang for 
their buck out of batteries. Following a few simple rules 

can hugely extend the life and performance of your LIPOs 

and save you some significant money. 

Over the last couple of weeks I made it to two of my 

favorite fly in events: SMALL Steps in a Little Rock, AR, 
and Warbirds Over Texas (WOT) at the North Dallas RC 

Club. Great flying and fellowship at both events. We had a 

nice Thunderbird presence at WOT: myself, Ed Furche 

and Woody Lake flew. Gary Cummings, Mark Ehlers, 

Steve Ehlers, Richard Ng, and Dennis Niles among others 

attended, spectated, and assisted. 
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In a couple of weeks we will be having the club 4th of July 
event. I believe it is mentioned in more detail elsewhere, 

and I spoke with Steve Ehlers who is working up a couple 

of low key fun fly competition events that all will enjoy.  

 

That's all for now, see you at the field and at the next 

meeting! 

 

Tom Blakeney 

Vice president, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
 

May Meeting Minutes: by Tab Bowland
 

To be provided at a later date. 

 

Tab Bowland 

Secretary, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
 

Treasurers’ Report: by Gary Alphin 
 
Membership now stands at 168 as we go into the midyear and down by about 5% than last year at this time. As always I 

want to thank all of you that have paid your membership dues. This enables us all to enjoy our fabulous flying facility! 

 

Gary Alphin 

Treasurer, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 

 

In Memoriam: Mike Appleby - Tim Timmons 
 

Mike Appleby: The Fort Worth Thunderbirds are 

saddened by the sudden death of member Mike Appleby. 

Mike was a longtime Thunderbird and enjoyed many early 

mornings at the old Dutch Branch Field and good times at 

the new field. Mike is donating his RC gear to the 

Thunderbirds in that his legacy may continue.  Please keep 
Mike’s wife, Melissa, and his family in your prayers. He 

will be missed. God speed Mike and may your flying days 

be embraced by sunny days and gentle breezes. 

 

Tim Timmons: Clay Timmons contacted Steve Ehlers 

regarding a donation of RC items belonging to his dad 

Tim. Clay sent a photo of his dad and commented “He flies 

onward in my memories and hopefully his RC equipment 

can help others fly onward too”.  A grateful thank you to 
the Timmons family and heartfelt sympathy in your loss. 

 
Tim Tim Timmons 

�

Garry Rife 

President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
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Joe Nall Fly-in: by Ken Spears 
 
Last week Jim Dietrick, Wayne Rogers, Glen and Dianne Spears, Joyce (my lovely wife) and I went to the Joe Nall flyin 

near Woodruff South Carolina. The Joe Nall is the largest RC flyin in the country. There were over 1500 registered pilots. 

They said that this was a record attendance this year. They also said it was the hottest and coldest Joe Nall. 

 

Joyce and I took 218 shots and I picked out 15 of the more interesting shots. My plane is the blue/white Super Decathlon 

(N571ED). Jim's is red/white 2 seater Spacewalker with smoke (N134JD). The 2 huge Fokker DR1 tri-planes are kits 
imported from China by Bill Hemphill. The red one is Bill's and the brown one with white stripes is Larry Hultman's.  

 

In the 1st photo you will see a lot of airplanes. Looking back down the flight line in the opposite direction there are just as 

many. About a mile away is another flight line dedicated to 3D flying with as many planes as out flight line. There are also 

float planes flying on a lake close by. We all had a fantastic time. The people there flying and those running the show (30 of 

them) were some of the nicest that I had run across. 
 

 

 
 

Biplane Fly-in Greater South West Club 

 

�



�

�

���������

�

�

�
�

 

Warbirds Over North Texas: Woody 

This is the second year I’ve attended this event. If you like warbirds, big warbirds, good food, and entertainment you 

need to attend this fly-in next year. Noon time entertainment included a MASH Korean era helicopter from the 

Cavanaugh Flight Museum and a spectacular ME-263 Komet rocket launch. About a 3-4 second burn and viola, 
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suddenly a glider. Quite a transformation. Not sure how many registered pilots or planes but I was number 66 and the 

line went on behind me. Great give-a-ways and food for all. Plan for this one next year. 
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WEBSITE UPDATES: Joe Jopling 
 

Kay Granger slide show, Warbird Debrief, and Richard Ng photo links were added to home page. These will be 

relocated after one month. Main slide show updated. Warbird event results posted. Field map showing Chisolm Trail 

updated and Field directions expanded. 
FIELD LEASE. There is progress. The downtown lease agent Vicki Akers, Operations manager Greg Webb and Terry 

Schmidt from the Benbrook office met at the field with Ken Knotts, Tab Bowland and Joe Jopling to discuss the lease. It is 

felt that there will be only a slight increase in its cost and that it will be forthcoming soon. 
 

Members Photos 

   
John with his Beaver  Newest Solo Pilot Donald  Dennis’s Viper        
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Please no more complaints about the wind. 
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THUNDERBIRD 2014 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 

 
July 4   Club Picnic     Club Officers 
 

August 2   Summer Float Fly    Tab Bowland Thunderbirds 
 

August 16   National Model Aviation Day   Ed Kettler 
 

September 27-28  Senior Pattern     Ken Knotts/Gary Alphin 
 
October 18  Q500 Race (Golden Triangle Club)  Sarge Bell 

 
October 25-26  IMAC 

 
November  1  Tex Electric eXpo    Tom Blakeney 
 

November 8  Winter Float Fly    Terry Thorpe/Woody Lake 
 

November 22  Toys for Tots     Steve Ehlers 
 
December   Christmas Party    Club Officers 
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President:  Garry Rife              

E-Mail: rowdyjoes@att.net 
Vice President:  Tom Blakeney 
E-Mail: tomblakeney28682@ 

���������������yahoo.com 

Secretary:  Tab Bowland�
E-Mail: tbirds197@yahoo.com�

 
Treasurer:  Gary Alphin        

E-Mail: gary.alphin@gbrx.com 
Safety Officer: Steve Ehlers               

E-Mail: stevenehlers@charter.net   
Pilot’s Log:  Woody Lake                       

E-Mail: at6pilot@att.net�����������������������������������
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Len and Debbie invite you to receive: 
 

$3.00 Off a Full Service Oil Change including Oil, Lube    
and Filter. 
Complete Fluid Top Off, Check Tire Pressure and 
Vacuum Interior + 16 point inspection. 

 
 

 

 

 

2850 Fort Worth Highway 

Hudson Oaks, TX 76087 

(817) 594-2602 
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